
WELCOME TO STE. ROSE RCIA



WELCOME



Opening Prayer

• O Lord, 

• We thank you for this day and the opportunity to gather

• as a new RCIA family to learn more about you and your Church.

• We ask that you send the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with Your holy 
gifts.

• Let our weaknesses be penetrated with Your strength that we

may always act consistent with your holy will.

• May our words and actions offend no one and hurt no one’s

feelings.



Opening Prayer    (continued)

• Assist us, O Holy Spirit, in all trials that may come our way,

• enlighten us in our ignorance, advise us in our doubts,

• strengthen us in our weakness, help us in all our needs,

• protect us in temptations and console each of us in our

• afflictions.

• Pour Your light into our hearts, souls, and minds.

• Help us to live a holy life and to grow in goodness and grace.

• We ask this in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

• Amen!



Church Mission Statement

The duty of the Church and the faithful is to bring all men into 
communion with God through Christ, and in the fullness of his 
kingdom.

The Church in obedience to the command of Christ it’s founder is 
demanded by its own universality strives to preach the Gospel to all 
men

• Matthew 28:19-20 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.”



• All that we have is a gift from God. We should always turn to Him

with sincere and deeply felt gratitude.

• This group gathered tonight will become a community, a family

• that you will be able to turn to during the next several months

• and beyond.

• As we discuss the truths of the Catholic faith we will not “bash”

• other Christian denominations or religions. We will treat all with

• respect and attempt to offend no one.

• God will send his Holy Spirit to guide you on this journey. You will

• not be alone.

• With the guidance of the Holy Spirit may we always strive to do

• God’s will.



• There are many beliefs that people have held throughout the

• ages. But what is common to people of every time and culture is

• a longing for understanding and the truth.

• We want to know! We want to know the purpose of our life,

• why we are here on earth, where we came from, whether there

• is a God, who this God is, whether there is an afterlife, and so

• much more!

• These most basic and fundamental questions are hopefully in

• the forefront of our minds.

• Hopefully over the next few months we will explore these

• questions and provide answers.



Why are you here?

•Enter Roman Catholic Church

•Confirmation

•To learn more about Catholicism

•Refresher



Questions and Answers

• Why are you really here?



Discern the call of the God in your life.

• What brought you here?

• Why?

• Are you doing this to satisfy someone else or is

this your personal desire?

• Are you doing this to fulfill a cultural custom or

is it really heart-felt?



Why are you really here?

•You were each called by God

•and chose to answer:       

•“Here I am Lord”



What do you seek ?

• Relationship with God
• God loves us just as we are, with all of our sin and

imperfections.
• We are precious in His eyes
• That doesn’t mean he doesn’t

want us to be better.
• He has a unique and

individual plan/dream for each of us
• God desires that we each be in an intimate relationship

with Him



How do we develop this intimate relationship?

• Acts 2:42 speaks to how they were to do this in the

early Church:

• “And they devoted themselves to the apostles teaching

and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers”

• This is really an outline of our Eucharistic celebration,the Mass



Devotion to the Apostle’s Teachings

• This is represented by our Liturgy of the Word

• We hear God’s Word proclaimed in scripture

• We profess our belief in the Apostolic Teachings through

the recitation of our Creeds

• The scripture is explained in the Homily  



Fellowship

• We gather as a people of faith to worship our one God.

• Although we may be from diverse backgrounds we are one in the

Lord.

• The very meaning of the word church, “eklesia” is to gather/

assemble. The gathering as a people of God is essential to our 
faith.

• At the end of Mass we are to extend this fellowship to all whom

we will meet



Breaking of Bread

• The summit and source of our liturgical celebration is the

Eucharist (communion)

• Through the power of the Holy Spirit the bread becomes

the true Body of Christ, our spiritual food



Prayer

• An essential component of our relationship with God.

• A conversation with God.

• We speak through words, thoughts and desires

• God speaks through our hearts, our conscience, the scriptures, the 
Church



Intimate Relationship with God

• Accomplished by:

• Scripture

• Prayer

• Worship (Creed/Sacraments)

• Love of God. Love of our fellow man.



RCIA

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults



RCIA

Baptism

Confirmation

Holy Eucharist



History of RCIA

• This process dates back to the early Church when it was referred
to as the catechumenate.

• The early Church was persecuted severely by the Roman authority. To be a 
Christian was not a decision made lightly and could be followed by severe 
ramifications.

• The process wasn’t quick and could take 3 or more years.
• During this process the catechumens were expected to begin to

accept Christian beliefs and live the Christian life.
• During the Solemn Easter Vigil the Catechumen (Elect) received

the Sacraments of Initiation and were welcomed into the
Christian community.



History of RCIA (continued)

• Over the next several centuries as the persecution of Christians
ceased and Christianity became the religion of the Roman
Empire the rigors of the Catechumenate lessened and it became
more of a private process.

• In the mid 1960’s (Second Vatican Council) there was a renewed
interest in the ancient form of the catechumenate and RCIA was
reinstituted in the early 1970’s.

• Much of the process that we follow today stems back to that
done in the early Church.



RCIA

• A process or journey

• Not a program or academic course



Spiritual Journey

• RCIA is a spiritual journey of conversion as well as learning about

the Church

*NOT a course in:
Theology

Church History

Bible Study

• A spiritual journey under the guidance of the Holy Spirit



Baby Steps

• RCIA is a process of gradual learning.

Everything we discussed tonight will be covered again more than

once.

• “Baby steps”

• We have to learn to walk before we can run



RCIA: Seeking Christ

• Being a Catholic is not simply about having knowledge

• Jesus does not say, “know this” and “do that”; He

says “come and see” and “follow me.”

• A very important part of our time will be to grow in relationship with 
Jesus. Simply being with Jesus!



RCIA: Seeking Christ

It is not simply to know about Christ (academic) but to know him on a     
more personal basis (conversion; spirituality)

This personal knowledge leads to love. Love begins by receiving his love 
which he offers freely. All you have to do is ask

This love should not just be individually but also as a community

His love for us should overflow in our love for others.



A process that unfolds in stages and cannot be
rushed:



Period of Evangelization and 
(Precatecumenate)
• Inquiry

• This is the period before a firm decision or commitment has

• been made to join the Catholic Church.

• This is the time to ask questions, express doubts, and check

• things out before a decision is made.

• Each inquirer/candidate will examine the Church and the ways

• its members worship together and live their Christian faith.

• One cannot rush this decision. This is a journey that takes as long

• as it takes. Conversion occurs on God’s time not ours



Period of the Catechumenate 

• Those who decide to enter the Church and are being trained for a life 
in Christ are called catechumens.

• The term catechumen finds its origin in the early Church. In this stage, 
you are developing your faithand are being "catechized”.

• This period entails a more intense preparation for the

sacraments of initiation



Period of Enlightenment and 
Purification

• During this stage you will be known as the “Elect.”

• This is a stage of more intense spiritual formation and conversion:

A time for prayer and spiritual discernment.

• This stage coincides with the liturgical season of Lent



Mystagogia

• The Period of Mystagogia where we concentrate on the

mysteries of the Church.

• During this stage you will be referred to as neophytes but you

will be in full communion with the Church having completed

the three sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil

• The newly initiated experience being fully a part of the Christian

community by means of both pertinent catechesis and particularly by 

participation with all the faithful in the Sunday Eucharistic celebration



Each of these stages is separated by a liturgical 
rite:
• Rite of Acceptance and Welcome

The candidates express and the Church accepts their intention to respond to

God’s call to follow the way of Christ.

• Rite of Election

The Church formally ratifies the catechumens’ readiness for the sacraments of

initiation and the catechumens, now the elect, express their will to receive

these sacraments.

• Rite of Initiation

This is the liturgical rite by which the elect are

initiated through Baptism, Confirmation,

and the Eucharist.



Sacraments of Initiation

A Beginning

This is the beginning of a life-long conversion process,

not a one time experience.

Joining a Community of Believers



RCIA Must be a Priority

• You should reserve these Important Dates on your calendars

NOW.

• All of our weekly meetings are important so absences should be

kept to a minimum

I understand there will be absences

Contact me 413-205-9323

Sponsor

Classmates

I have to testify to the Bishop that you are ready for the sacraments of 
Initiation



• The goal of RCIA is to learn about the Catholic faith in

preparation for the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil

Service.

• But as I stated earlier it is much more than an academic course. It

is a process of spiritual growth and conversion.

• Hopefully through the weeks spent in RCIA you will be alive

with the spirit as you receive the Sacraments of Initiation.



• Through what you will learn in RCIA you will

be well equipped for the spiritual journey that

will unfold as you progress through all of life’s

challenges.

• Your ultimate goal will be a more perfect

union with God.



Task List

 For inquirers who have been baptized, I will need a copy of your

baptismal certificate (or affidavit if unable to obtain baptismal

certificate)

 Sign up for interviews. Complete interview sheet: Print legibly.

Include your email address and phone number.

Refreshment sign up sheet

Assignment of sponsors

Inquirers… if you or your spouse have been previously married or

divorced please meet with me!!!



Sponsor

A sponsor is a companion or friend to accompany you on your RCIA 

Journey

The role of sponsor is a very serious commitment



BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE



Marriage and Divorce

• Marriage is considered a Sacrament  in the Catholic Church

• To enter the Catholic Church requires an individual to obey the rules 
and the laws of the Church

• Therefore any inquirer or candidate who has previously married 
/divorced or their spouse has been previously married /divorced 
needs to sees me ASAP



Format of the Meetings

• We begin at 6:30 p.m.

• Prayer

• Breaking open the Word 6:30-7:45

• Presentation

• Break

• Presentation

• Questions

• Ending Prayer 8:30 p.m.



•May God inspire you on your 
journey 


