
The 8th thru 10th

Commandments



8th Commandment

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 

neighbor.”

• The Eighth Commandment condemns lying. Because 

God is regarded as the author of all truth, the Church 

believes that humans are obligated to honor the truth. 

The most obvious way to fulfill this commandment is not 

to lie — intentionally deceive another by speaking a 

falsehood. So a good Catholic is who you want to buy a 

used car from.



Truth

• The Bible teaches that God is the source of truth. Jesus not only 

taught the truth; he also said, “I am the truth” (cf. Jn 14:6). The 

Hebrew word for truth, emeth, refers both to truth in words and 

truthfulness in deeds. Jesus both personalized truth and spoke 

nothing but the truth.

• In our culture, relativism challenges our ability to tell the truth 

because it claims there is no objective truth. This attitude 

undermines the distinction between truth and lies; it leads to an 

environment of deceit. In such an atmosphere, even Christ’s 

teachings, based on divine truth, fail to persuade those whose trust 

in the possibility of objective truth has disappeared. This is the 

climate in which the Church needs to call people back to the reality 

of objective truth and to the link between doctrinal truth and 

everyday life.



Sins against the 8th Commandment

• False Witness; Public Lie/Lying

• Perjury; Lying under oath

• Rash Judgement; judging someone without evidence

• Detraction; disclosing another one’s faults without 

reason

• Calumny; Lying about another  while destroying their 

reputation

• Boasting; to the point of lying.

• Gossiping; about others



We must tell the truth

• If we have committed any of the above sins against the 

truth, we must make reparation.

• This commandment binds us to keep secrets we 

promised to keep.

• The most solemn secret is the seal of confession: a 

priest may never reveal the sins told to him during 

confession

• This commandment takes into consideration professional 

secrets such as doctor and patient, lawyer and client etc.



We must tell the truth

• This commandment imposes on the media to tell the 

truth to their audiences.

• It also requires the expression pf truth in art and beauty, 

most importantly in sacred art.



• The Ninth Commandment forbids the intentional desire 

and longing for immoral sexuality. To sin in the heart, 

Jesus says, is to lust after a woman or a man in your 

heart with the desire and will to have immoral sex with 

them. Just as human life is a gift from God and needs to 

be respected, defended, and protected, so, too, is 

human sexuality. Catholicism regards human sexuality 

as a divine gift, so it’s considered sacred in the proper 

context — marriage.

9th Commandment 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife.







Coveting

• Though coveting may not seem to be as fundamental as 

killing or stealing, it is similarly related to the good of 

community. The word for coveting in Hebrew suggests 

not simply desire but desire that leads to action. The 

Hebrew Bible is full of stories of the social chaos that 

results when relationships are violated. For example, 

because David covets a married woman, he sends her 

husband to his death in battle (2 Sam. 11-12). If 

followed, the commandments provide a framework for 

realization of the common good.



Is it possible to control desires!

• Is it possible to control desires? The Catholic tradition 

claims that it is. Desires are not simply given. They can 

be shaped by prevailing cultural norms or directed 

toward self-giving love. Attending to one’s ultimate end 

of resting in God’s embrace can inspire a redirection of 

desire. Eros, as Benedict XVI has written, is not to be 

denied but purified by agape. If we read this as a denial 

that sexual desire and sex itself are good, then we 

misread the contemporary tradition. The idea is to avoid 

the kind of desire that treats people as objects or is 

incompatible with chastity, while cultivating rich sexual 

relationships within marriage.

•

•

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20051225_deus-caritas-est_en.html


Sins against the 9th Commandment

• Obliges us to be pure of heart.

• Avoid willful consent to impure thought and desires

• To be pure one must be modest.

• Modesty protects persons as images of God 

• Modesty protects the intimate center of a person

• Modesty inspires on choice of clothing

• Modesty helps one keep silence in the face of unhealthy 

curiosity.



Who is the Model of purity

• The Blessed Virgin is the model of purity. It is good to 

pray to her to help to keep and develop the purity of 

heart



The Tenth Commandment

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s goods.

• The Tenth Commandment forbids the wanting to or 

taking someone else’s property. Along with the Seventh 

Commandment, this commandment condemns theft and 

the feelings of envy, greed, and jealousy in reaction to 

what other people have.

• This Commandment commands us to desire the 

happiness of heaven, more than the goods of earth.

• We must consider God and the kingdom of heaven 

above all earthly goods.



Cont

• Do not desire anything or anyone that does not belong to you. 

Comparing yourself to others and longing to have what they have 

can lead to jealousy, envy, and other sins. Be content by focusing 

on the blessings God has given you and not what he has not given 

you. Be thankful for what God has given you. 

• Why would God include coveting in the same list as murder, 

stealing, and adultery?

• God knew that coveting a neighbor’s servant, ox, or wife was a 

steppingstone to ungratefulness and discontentment – even lying, 

stealing, murder, and adultery. Focusing on what others have 

diminishes our ability to appreciate the good things in our lives.

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-sin-700703


What does the 10th Commandment forbid?

• The tenth commandment forbids greed, the covetous 

desire for increase in material gain

• Avarice has its origin in the idolizing of material objects.

• Our sensitive appetite leads us to desire the things we 

need (to eat when we are hungry, get warm when we are 

cold, etc.). 

• In and of themselves, these desires are good, but they 

can easily become disordered when they exceed the 

limits us reason and cause us to become covetous 

towards the belongings of others.



Sins Against the 10th Commandment 

• Greed, the desire to amass earthly goods 

without limit.

• Avarice, the passion for riches and the power 

that comes with them.

• Envy, sadness at another’s goods and 

immoderate desire to acquire them for oneself.



Desires of the Spirit

• The Holy Spirit turns men’s hearts away from greed and envy. Jesus calls His followers to prefer 

Him to everything and everyone, and asks them to renounce all that they have.

• For some, this call is fulfilled in the renunciation of material belongings and the profession of 

religious life and poverty. 

• All are called to practice spiritual detachment, wherein we separate our hearts from affection to 

the material objects that surround us.

• This allows us to set our hearts on Christ and His kingdom rather than the things of  this 

world that can easily entrap us. us. 

• The Lord grieves over the rich because they attempt to find their consolation in their 

abundance of goods (see Luke 6:24).

• “Abandonment to the providence of the Father in heaven frees us from anxiety about tomorrow” 

(CCC 2547)


